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The book gives abundant evidence of careful and extensive research, 
and not only deserves the attention of students of literature, but will 
be a wonderful tonic to preachers who miss the high mark if they do not 
perpetually look far beyond the immediate necessities of their calling. 

The three parts into which the work is divided are : " Literary Criti- 
cism in Italy ; " " Literary Criticism in France ; " " Literary Criticism in 
England." 

The discussion of Part I, on " Literary Criticism in Italy," is, of 
course, the strongest, as we should expect it to be, since it is basal to 
the succeeding parts. This, however, is not to say that the other parts 
are not admirably done. 

In Part I the author begins with the fundamental problem of 
Renaissance criticism, and treats of the mediaeval conceptions of 
poetry, the moral justification of poetry, and the final justification of 
poetry. He then proceeds to the general theory of poetry in the 
Italian Renaissance and treats of poetry as a form of scholastic phi- 
losophy, and as an imitation of life, and of the function of poetry. In 
the third chapter he considers the theory of the drama, discussing the 
subject, function, and characters of tragedy, with the dramatic unities 
and comedy. Other chapters are on the theory of epic poetry, the 
growth of the classic spirit in Italian criticism, seen in humanism, 
Aristotelianism, and rationalism ; and the romantic elements in Italian 
criticism — as the ancient, mediaeval, and modern romantic elements. 

All these subjects are treated in the light of their historical develop- 
ment. 

J. W. Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 

Die "Wiedertaufer" im Herzogtum JOlich. Studien zur 
Geschichte der Reformation, besonders am Niederrhein. 
Von Dr. phil. Karl Rembert. Berlin: R. Gaertner's 
Verlag (H. Heyfelder), 1899. Pp. xii + 638. M. 16. 

This splendid volume, embodying as it does many years of diligent 
research work on the part of a thoroughly competent scholar, is a fresh 
indication of the intelligent interest that has been aroused in Germany 
in the history of formerly despised sects, and of the growing disposi- 
tion among German historical scholars to do justice even to those that 
have borne the hated name " Anabaptist." The motto on the title 
page, from a letter by Bonifacius Amersbach, well expresses the attitude 
of the writer toward the subjects of his monograph : Ipsa Veritas deposita 
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persona suam demum velint nolint ostendet faciem. He proposes in what 
he calls his "modest presentation" to depart from the old traditional 
method of dealing with the history of "Tauferthum" by seeking "to 
be just." In the entire 650 pages of the work no unkind or unchari- 
table word has been noted, even the horrors of the Miinster fanaticism 
being accounted for, without attempting to discredit the principles of 
antipedobaptism, as the outcome of social, religious, and political con- 
ditions for which the Anabaptists and their leaders were in no way 
responsible and which were irresistible in their influence upon certain 
classes of minds. 

The related provinces of Jiilich, Berg, and Cleve lie on the lower 
Rhine, almost surrounding the archiepiscopal province of Cologne, 
and bordering on the Netherlands and the bishopric of Miinster. 
Cologne was the great center of this region, and many of the chief 
actors in the Anabaptist movement here described were more or less 
closely related to the intellectual and religious life of this city. It was 
one of the most important ecclesiastic centers of northwestern Ger- 
many. The archbishop-elector was a potentate in civil as well as in 
ecclesiastical administration. Being an important manufacturing and 
commercial center, it could not escape the influence of the evangelical 
sects of the mediaeval time or of the Anabaptist movement that per- 
petuated the spirit and the methods of propagandism of the earlier 
parties. The "Brethren of the Common Life" permeated this region 
with their educational and evangelistic work, and diffused a beautiful 
combination of humanism with evangelical Christianity. The influence 
of Erasmus on the religious thought of this region was important, and one 
of the most interesting sections of the present work is that in which 
the author seeks to show how much there was in common between the 
teachings of Erasmus regarding the independent study of the Scriptures 
in their original languages with the sole aim of getting at the exact mean- 
ing of the sacred writers, regarding the incompatibility of warfare with 
the spirit of the gospel and the terrible evils of war, and regarding the 
spirituality of Christianity as contrasted with the ceremonialism of the 
Roman Catholic church, etc., and those of the group of learned, godly men 
who passed from humanistic Catholicism to Lutheranism of a moderate 
type, from Lutheranism to Zwinglianism, from Zwinglianism to moderate 
Anabaptism, and from moderate Anabaptism in some cases to virtual anti- 
trinitarianism, and in others to the wild fanaticism of Miinster, all of 
whom were doubtless profoundly influenced by his writings. Rem- 
bert gives convincing evidence of the high esteem in which Erasmus 
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was held by the leading antipedobaptist teachers of this region and 
the Netherlands. Menno Simons spoke of him in the most com- 
plimentary terms and constantly appealed to him as an authority. 
The "Brestkins Bible," long in exclusive use among the Mennonites, 
was based very largely upon Erasmus' studies. The influence of Carl- 
stadt, who visited these regions and whose writings were there circu- 
lated somewhat extensively, is recognized by the author and must have 
been considerable. 

One of the most interesting characters we encounter here is Ger- 
hard Westerburg. Already doctor of the University of Cologne, we 
find him in 1522 in close association with Nicolas Storch, the Zwickau 
prophet. Luther mentions in a letter of September 4, 1522, a visit of 
Storch, in military array, in company with Dr. Gerardus of Cologne, 
and states that the conversation was wholly about infant baptism. 
From this time onward for some years he published many tracts in the 
spirit of Carlstadt, the circulation of whose works he promoted and 
with whom he agreed in opposing the violent proceedings of Thomas 
Mtinzer. Yet he was finally carried off his feet by the contagion of 
Miinster fanaticism. It is interesting to note that Westerburg and other 
antipedobaptist preachers of this region adopted Carlstadt's interpre- 
tation of the passage "This is my body," in accordance with which 
"this" refers to Christ's own body, which he touched as he spoke. It 
is also worthy of observation that this interpretation was not original 
with Carlstadt, but is attributed by Moneta to mediaeval Cathari and 
Waldenses. Westerburg is said to have visited Miinster during the 
siege ; but he returned to Cologne, escaped the fate of the Miinsterites, 
was sobered by the results of the Miinster fanaticism, and lived and 
labored until after 1545. 

In connection with his sketch of Adolf Clarenbach, another remark- 
able antipedobaptist leader, Rembert brings together a great body of 
exceedingly interesting facts with a view to showing the wide diffusion 
in these regions of old evangelical life and thought, and he makes it 
probable that Clarenbach himself was no new convert to evangelical 
views. In his general conception of the wide prevalence and the vast 
influence of old evangelical life and thought at the beginning of the 
Protestant revolution, and of the perpetuation of the mediaeval evan- 
gelicalism in the various branches of the Anabaptist movement, Rem- 
bert is in entire accord with Keller, Ernst Miiller, Nicoladini, and others. 
In the reviewer's opinion, he has materially strengthened this position 
by the facts that he has brought to light. He quotes largely from a 
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highly interesting writing of 1525 by Hans Locher, which he agrees 
with Keller must have emanated from old evangelical circles. In this 
tract it is estimated that in eight hundred years 12,000,000 evangelical 
Christians have been destroyed by "anti-Christian tyrants." Luther 
is denounced as a "traitor to the gospel." Such writings illustrate the 
bitterness of spirit produced by the persecuting measures of Catholics 
and Protestants, and enable us to account for the fanaticism that occa- 
sionally appeared. The account of the labors, the trial, and the mar- 
tyrdom of Clarenbach is full of interest. 

The most distinguished of the radical evangelicals of this region 
was John Campanus, to the narrative of whose life and the exposition 
of whose teachings the author devotes nearly a fourth of his space. He 
is foremost in the group of "Wassenberg preachers," and ranks among 
the most eminent thinkers and writers of the time. In common with 
many others he passed through the various stages of belief mentioned 
above, and ended with a remarkably enthusiastic and evangelical type 
of antitrinitarian mysticism. The extended quotations from the rare 
writings of this important man will be greatly appreciated by students of 
doctrine-history. The author traces in a very effective way the influences 
that were brought to bear from time to time on Campanus' susceptible 
mind, those of Sebastian Franck, Denck, and Bunderlin being promi- 
nent. The careers of his associates, Henry Roll, Dionysius Vinne, 
John Klopriss, Gottfried Stralen, and Henry Slachtscaep, who, having 
passed through the various stages of departure from Roman Catholicism 
described above, became at last involved in the Munster fanaticism, are 
also given with fulness and insight. Melchior Hoffmann, whose influ- 
ence was so great throughout these regions in preparing the way for 
the Munster fanaticism, receives his due share of attention, as do also 
Jan Matthys, Bernard Rothmann, and John of Leyden. The history 
of the Anabaptist movement in Julich-Berg-Cleve is so closely related to 
that of Westphalia and that of the Netherlands, and especially with the 
great Munster catastrophe, that all the important facts in relation to 
the latter must needs be brought into relief. The contents of the work 
are too varied and too rich to be adequately indicated in a notice of 
this kind. A comprehensive bibliography, including the unprinted 
sources, is a valuable feature of the work. 

Albert Henry Newman. 

McMaster University, 
Toronto, Can. 



